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Cathleen	Schine's	The	Lover	Letter	is	“...a	sophisticated	and	witty	valentine	of	a	novel.”	—People	Independent,	irresistible	Helen	MacFarquhar	is	the	owner	of	a	bookstore	in	an	idyllic	seaside	town	in	New	England.	A	happily	divorced	mother	who	enjoys	a	playful	relationship	with	her	customers,	Helen's	life	is	turned	upside	down	when	an	anonymous
letter	arrives,	penned	by	an	unknown	lover.	Imprint	Publisher	“[Helen's	story]	is	a	familiar	one.	.	.	.	but	Ms.	Schine	renders	it	in	these	pages	with	such	deftness	and	good-natured	humor	that	the	reader	can't	help	but	be	enchanted.”	—Michiko	Kakutani,	The	New	York	Times“Rarely	less	than	sublime	.	.	.	A	sophisticated	and	witty	valentine	of	a	novel.”	—
People	Helen	MacFarquar	is	a	42-year-old,	divorced	single	mother	who	runs	a	bookstore.	She	has	this	happy,	settled	life	until	she	comes	across	a	mysterious	love	letter,	which	(being	a	little	self-absorbed)	she	immediately	assumes	is	inspired	and	addressed	to	herself.	Helen	finds	this	letter	so	intense,	that	she	becomes	obsessed	with	it,	and	it	disrupts
her	inner	peace.	The	mystery	of	where	the	letter	came	from,	and	who	it	concerns,	draws	her	into	having	an	affair	with	a	20-year-old	summer	hire."Dear	Go	Helen	MacFarquar	is	a	42-year-old,	divorced	single	mother	who	runs	a	bookstore.	She	has	this	happy,	settled	life	until	she	comes	across	a	mysterious	love	letter,	which	(being	a	little	self-absorbed)
she	immediately	assumes	is	inspired	and	addressed	to	herself.	Helen	finds	this	letter	so	intense,	that	she	becomes	obsessed	with	it,	and	it	disrupts	her	inner	peace.	The	mystery	of	where	the	letter	came	from,	and	who	it	concerns,	draws	her	into	having	an	affair	with	a	20-year-old	summer	hire."Dear	Goat,How	does	one	fall	in	love?	Does	one	trip?	Do
you	stumble,	lose	your	balance	and	drop	to	the	sidewalk,	graze	your	knee,	graze	your	heart?	Do	you	crash	to	the	stony	ground?	Is	there	a	precipice,	from	which	you	float,	over	the	edge,	forever?I	know	I'm	in	love	when	I	see	you,	I	know	when	I	long	to	see	you.	Not	a	muscle	has	moved.	Leaves	hang	unruffled	by	any	breeze.	The	air	is	still.	I	have	fallen
in	love	without	taking	a	step.	When	did	this	happen?	I	haven't	even	blinked.I'm	on	fire.	Is	that	too	banal	for	you?	It's	not,	you	know.	You'll	see.	It's	what	happens.	It's	what	matters.	I'm	on	fire.I	no	longer	eat,	I	forget	to	eat.	Food	looks	silly	to	me,	irrelevant.	If	I	even	notice	it.	But	I	notice	nothing.	My	thoughts	are	full	and	raging,	a	house	full	of	brothers,
related	by	blood,	feuding	blood	feuds:"I'm	in	love.""Typically	stupid	choice.""I	am,	though,	I'm	racked	by	love	as	if	love	were	pain.""Go	ahead.	Fuck	up	your	life.	It's	all	wrong	and	you	know	it.	Wake	up.	Face	it.""There's	only	one	face,	it's	all	I	see,	awake	or	asleep."I	threw	the	book	out	the	window	last	night.	I	tried	to	forget.	You	are	all	wrong	for	me,	I
know	it,	but	I	no	longer	care	for	my	thoughts	unless	they're	thoughts	of	you.	When	I'm	close	to	you,	in	your	presence,	I	feel	your	hair	brush	my	cheek	when	it	does	not.	I	look	away	from	you,	sometimes.	Then	I	look	back.When	I	tie	my	shoes,	when	I	peel	an	orange,	when	I	drive	my	car,	when	I	lie	down	each	night	without	you,	I	remain,As	ever,Ram"	It
really	is	a	beautiful	letter.	And,	someday,	I	will	read	this	story	again!	...more	Order:	Amazon	|	Barnes	&	Noble	|	IndieBound	One	day	when	I	was	in	Connecticut	visiting	my	mother,	I	dumped	a	bag	of	mail	I’d	brought	with	me	from	New	York	onto	the	bed.	As	I	went	through	it,	I	noticed	a	strangely	crumpled	piece	of	paper	among	the	envelopes.	It	was	an
anonymous	letter	addressed	to	Goat	from	Ram.	It	was	a	highly	literary	and	bitter	response	from	a	rejected	lover.	I	have	no	idea	how	it	got	in	my	mail.	At	first	it	was	so	disturbing	that	I	tore	it	up.	Then	I	suddenly	thought,	“You	idiot!	This	is	your	next	book!”	and	desperately	taped	all	the	little	shreds	back	together.	Thus	was	born	the	The	Love	Letter,
about	a	bossy,	highly	independant,	controlling,	flirtatious	bookseller	named	Helen	who	finds	an	anonymous	love	letter,	then	falls	in	love	with	a	nineteen-year-old	boy.	I	wanted	to	write	a	novel	about	forbidden	love	and	secret	passion,	and	I	realized	that	so	few	things	are	forbidden	anymore.	But	a	middle-aged	woman	and	a	nineteen	year	old	boy…that’s
something	you	still	might	want	to	keep	from	your	mother.The	MovieThe	Love	Letter	came	out	in	1999.	Kate	Capshaw	and	Tom	Selleck	star	in	it.	I	had	nothing	to	do	with	anything,	but	everyone	was	extremely	nice	and	I	especially	like	all	the	the	scenes	that	were	not	in	the	book,	most	of	all	the	scene	in	which	all	the	firemen	on	their	firetruck
sing.REviewsTHE	NEW	YORK	REVIEW	OF	BOOKS,	October	19	1995Heartburnby	Claire	MessudWhere	would	love	be	without	the	love	letter?	The	messenger,	the	vessel	of	love,	it	is	also,	in	Cathleen	Schine’s	charming	fourth	novel,	its	conjurer.	It	works	its	magic	upon	Helen	MacFarquhar,	a	divorced	mother	of	one	in	her	early	forties,	who	runs	a
bookstore	in	a	well-heeled	seaside	town	in	Connecticut	called	Pequot.	Bathed	in	history,	Pequot	is	a	place	of	quaint	shops	and	sprawling	old	houses,	in	which	Helen’s	pink-fronted	bookstore	strikes	the	perfect	note	of	cultivation	and	slight	nonconformity.	Perfect	notes	are	Helen’s	forte:	her	life	is	thoroughly	ordered	and	agreeable,	not	by	chance	but	by
the	force	of	will:	“Those	things	Helen	could	control…she	did	control.	What	she	could	not	control,	she	regarded	as	insubstantial	or	as	inevitable.	Most	of	her	feelings	she	deemed	insubstantial	and	she	sent	them	packing	with	barely	a	nod	of	recognition.”One	morning,	however,	an	anonymous	love	letter	appears	mysteriously	in	Helen’s	mail,	and	proves
more	difficult	to	dismiss	than	her	feelings.	Addressed	to	“Goat,”	signed	by	“Ram,”	it	arrives	with	no	indication	of	its	provenance:	Helen	does	not	know	who	has	written	it,	or	whether	it	has	reached	her	by	design	or	accident.	The	letter	itself	provides	no	clues.	Helen	marvels	that	the	passion	it	expresses	could	be	anyone’s:	“I	know	I’m	in	love	when	I	see
you,	I	know	when	I	long	to	see	you….	I’m	on	fire.	Is	that	too	banal	for	you?	It’s	not,	you	know.	You’ll	see.	It’s	what	happens.	It’s	what	matters.	I’m	on	fire….	You	are	all	wrong	for	me,	I	know	it,	but	I	no	longer	care	for	my	thoughts	unless	they’re	thoughts	of	you.”ENTERTAINMENT	WEEKLY,	May	26,	1995‘Letter’	PerfectBy	Rebecca	Asher-Walsh	Novo	a
partir	de	Usado	a	partir	de	Kindle	—	—	Capa	Comum,	17	abril	2007	R$Â	97,09	R$Â	46,18	A	bookseller	is	obsessed	with	a	mysterious	love	note	in	the	New	York	Times–bestselling	author’s	“sophisticated	and	witty	valentine	of	a	novel”	(People).	Intelligent,	sexy,	and	fortyish,	Helen	MacFarquhar	is	a	woman	in	control	of	her	life	and	everyone	in	it—until
an	anonymous	love	letter	falls	into	her	hands	one	summer	morning.	Helen	has	been	leading	a	blissful	existence	as	the	proprietor	of	a	small	bookstore	in	a	quaint	New	England	seaside	town.	She	beguiles	her	customers	into	buying	the	titles	she	recommends,	and	flirts	shamelessly	with	nearly	every	one	of	the	town’s	eccentric	residents.			But	Helen’s
self-confidence	falters	when	the	love	letter	arrives	in	her	mail.	“How	do	you	fall	in	love?”	the	letter	asks,	and	the	question	becomes	Helen’s	obsession,	in	this	“smart,	moving,	and	funny”	(Detroit	Free	Press)	story	by	the	New	York	Times–bestselling	author	of	The	Three	Weissmanns	of	Westport	and	They	May	Not	Mean	To,	But	They	Do.			Preview
Preview	Overtones	of	a	postmodern	fairy	tale	give	added	resonance	to	what	is	otherwise	a	very	contemporary--and	totally	enchanting--	love	story.	One	summer	morning	in	her	41st	year,	Helen	MacFarquhar,	the	divorced	owner	of	an	audaciously	pink	bookstore	in	an	exclusive	Connecticut	shore	town,	finds	a	mysterious	letter	in	her	mail.	Addressed
``Dear	Goat,''	and	signed	``As	Ever,	Ram,''	it	is	a	love	letter	of	such	intensity	and	passion	that	she	becomes	obsessed	by	its	urgently	suggestive	message.	The	effect	of	that	letter	on	Helen's	orderly	life	is	the	burden	of	this	comedy	of	manners,	which	in	Schine's	capable	hands	also	becomes	a	witty	send-up	of	cultural	hypocrisies	and	modern
relationships.	The	letter	is	next	read	by	Johnny	Howell,	20-year-old	college	student	and	part-time	help	at	Helen's	store.	Magic	strikes;	like	some	characters	in	Shakespeare's	comedies,	Johnny	immediately	falls	in	love	with	Helen,	and,	after	a	series	of	misunderstandings,	they	consummate	what	has	become	a	mutual	passion.	Subterfuge	is	necessary,	of
course,	especially	when	Helen's	11-year-old	daughter	returns	from	camp	and	Helen's	ditsy	globe-trotting	mother	and	grande-dame	grandmother	also	decide	to	spend	some	weeks	in	Helen's	large	old	house.	Schine's	prose	is	as	light	and	delicate	as	gossamer	and	as	earthy	as	colloquial	slang	and	sex.	A	natural	with	epigrams	and	humorous	aper	us,
Schine	has	an	antic	imagination	that	conjurs	arresting	images.	Her	fine	satiric	eye	and	sophisticated	intelligence,	displayed	previously	in	Rameau's	Niece,	To	the	Birdhouse	and	Alice	in	Bed	are	here	equally	evident.	Helen	is	a	captivating,	complex	character:	demanding,	flirtatious,	whimsical,	capricious,	bossy,	independent--and	suddenly	vulnerable.
The	twist	ending	is	nicely	foreshadowed	and	quite	delicious	in	its	implications.	Like	the	love	letter	of	the	title,	this	book	enchants	and	seduces.	(May)
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